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TIME TO HONOR OUR VETERANS!
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MR. FILNER: Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
MOLLOHAN) for yielding the time, and I thank
the chairman of the committee and the ranking
member for their commitment to our Nation's
veterans. They have had significant increases in
this budget in the last 2 years and they have
worked very hard. Given the constraints, they
have had to do the best in this year.

Let us put this in context as we are about to
adjourn for our Veterans' Day. This budget
appropriates barely sufficient funds for the VA
to keep up with inflation, barely sufficient funds.
At a time when we are all going to go out on
next Sunday and Monday to say how much we
support our veterans, we are falling behind in
our commitment.

This budget is $2 billion below what the
veterans groups have come together to try to
argue for in their independent budget. This
budget is below what both the House and the
Senate have in their resolutions, this at a time
when we are producing more veterans as they
defend our country in this war against terrorism,
and this comes at a time when the VA has
already informed its field people that they are
going to fall $800 million behind in this budget
and they better prepare for that.

The VA is being called to help with
emergency efforts at a time of potential
casualties in this Nation. Not only do they not
have sufficient resources, not only are they
falling behind, but they are called upon to do
new things in this war against terrorism.

So what occurs is backlogs for disability
adjudications are building at the rate of 10,000 a
week, 10,000 a week. Appointments have to be
made 6, 8, 9, 10 months in advance that our
veterans have to wait for. This is not a way to
give a signal to those who are fighting in
Afghanistan that we are going to treat them right
when they come home.

This budget is disappointing. We should not
vote for it, and we should put this in context.
When people tell me we do not have the
resources, this House just passed a $25 billion
subsidy for retroactive tax increases for the
biggest corporations in America, $25 billion
dollars. A check for $2 billion was given to
IBM, and we do not have money for our
Nation's veterans.

We cannot do anything about Persian Gulf
War illness and our veterans are homeless on the
street. I am going to vote no on this budget
because on November 11 this is not a way to
honor our veterans.




